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HIS plain Diſcourſe was not 
intended for the Preſs; but 
ſome <worthy Perſons engaged in the 


charitable Deſign of promoting Chriſ- 


tian Knowledge, judging it fit for 
that Uſe, defired that it might be 


| made public. It is accordingly pub- 


vliſhed at their Requeſt, without any 


A2 other 
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 FPEEFACE. 


other alteration in the Form of it, tha 
the changing of two Sermons into on: 
continued Diſcourſe ; and that it may 
conduce to the End propoſed, is the hear. 
ty Wiſh and Prayer of its Author, 
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This Fifth Edition is publiſhed at a time, Sai 
when it is hoped, that ſo judicious and 
ſcriptural a Diſcourſe may be of ſervice to 
ſettle the minds of good Chriſtiam, in 
fome preſent Diſputes concerning Bap- 
tiſmal and Spiritual Regeneration, 
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TI Tos III. 4-7. 


After that the Kindneſs and Love of God our 
Saviour towards Man appeared; not by IVarks 
of Righteouſneſs, which we have done, but 
according to his Mercy he ſaved us by the 
waſhing of Regeneration; and renewing of 
the Holy Ghoſt ; which he ſhed on us abun- 
danily through Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour; that 


being juſtified by his Grace, we ſhould be 


made Heirs according to the Hape of Eternal 
Life. | 


FX FR Read theſe four Verſes together, 
N although my deſign is to inſiſt 
upon a part only of one of them; 
X24) both becauſe they have a cloſe 
| Connection to each other, and 
becauſe all together they compriſe a clear Ac- 
count of the Nature and Manner of our Sal- 
vation by JESUS CHRIST, They are intro- 
duced upon this occaſion :' St Paul had been 
admoniſhing Titus to put the Cretans in mind of 
veral parts of their chriſtian Duty, particu- 
larly, 5 to ſpeak evil of no man, to be no braw- 
5 4 3 5 lers, 
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lers, but gentle, ſhewing all meekneſs unto 
all men z ver. 2. which Duties of gentle 
neſs and meekneſs to all, he enforces, by call- 
ing to their remembrance, that they alſo, be- 
fore their converſion to Chriſtianity, were 
guilty of the ſame faults, and liable to the 
ſame cenſures with thoſe who were ſtill un- 
converted, and that it was by the meer grace 
and mercy of Gop, that they were now brought 
into a better ſtate; and therefore that as God 
had been gracious and merciful to them, ſo 
they ought alſo to be kind and gentle toward; 
their fellow- creatures. Thus he argues; For 
we ourſelves alſo were ſometimes fooliſh, 
** difobedient, deceived, ſerving divers luſts 
and pleaſures, living in malice and envy, 
* hateful, and hating one another ;* ver.. 
This was, generally ſpeaking, the caſe of the 


Gentiles, and of too many among the Jew; | 


alſo; which I take to be the reaſon of St Pauls 
ſ-ying; we ourſelves, though he principz!!y 
meant ſuch as lived in an heathen State; yet 
foraſmuch as the Jews themſelves were greatly 
corrupted in their Manners, he rather chooſes 
to ſay, we ourſelves, than only ye 5: were ſome- 
* times fooliſh, c. Aſter this the Apolile 


proceeds, in the words of my Text, to ſtew 
the great alteration which Chriſtianity had 
made amongſt them; But after that the 
* kindneſs and love of Gop our Saviour to- 
' ward man appeared,” &c, In which words 

| there 


, 


there 
name] 


| 
Chriſt 
It is 2 
ſaith, 
Men 
into 
into 
their 
their 
them. 
viour. 
II. 
on th 
ing b 
is by 
# do 
u us. 
II! 
mens 
% 05 
the I 
35 to 
for 1 
mee! 
ware 
to ap 
vatic 
1s ul 
him 


Baptiſmal and Spiritual Regeneration. 7 
there are ſeveral particulars Very obſervable, 
namely, theſe {1x following. | 


I, The Nature of that State into which 
Chriſtians are called by the Goſpel of CHRIST. 
It is a ſtate of Salvation, SoSt Paul expreſsly 
faith, He ſaved us; that is, God by bringing 
Men into the Chriftian Church, brings them 
into the way of Salvation, he puts them 
into a ſtate in which they will, if it be not 
their own fault, certainly be ſaved from 
their Sins, and from the evil conſequences of 
them. And therefore he is ſtiled God our Sa- 
vIour, © 

II. Here is an abſolute denial of all merit 
on the part of men, antecedently to their be- 
ing brought into this ſtate of ſalvation. © Not 
by works of righteouſneſs which we have 
done, but according to his mercy he ſaved 
by) Us.“ | y 

III. Here is the firſt great moving cauſe of 
mens Salvation, namely, © the kindneſs and 
% love of Gon our Saviour,” that is, of God 
the Father, who © ſo loved the World, as 
* to give his only begotten Son,, John iii. 16. 
for the Salvation of mankind. It was his 
meer goodneſs, his love and compaſſion to- 
wards men, which moved him to contrive and 
to appoint this excellent method for their Sal- 
vation, For although the Term, our Saviour, 
is uſually applied to the Son of God, as to 


; him who wrought out our Salvation for us, 
A 4 and 


* 
med — TOE 


U 
5 
7 2 
| 


— = — — — — 


8 4% bis covxs E concerning 


and particularly in a paſſage immediately fal. * 
lowing, where St Paul mentions Jeſus Chrij dantly 
our Savrour, yet it is ſometimes by the ſame hole m 
Apoſtle as plainly aſcribed to the Father, Maly the 
whom he elſewhere ſtiles © the Saviour of all Mis M2125 
men, eſpecially of thoſe that believe, a 11 VI. ] 
Tim. iv. 10. „5 all this 
IV. Here are the means by which we are Men b. 
brought into the State of Salvation, both ex-. tified 
ternal and internal; namely, * by the was- beirs 
ing of Regeneration, and renewing of the I at is. 
Holy Ghoſt.“ By ihe waſhing of Regene- out per 
ration is generally underſtood Baptiſm, which favour, 
is the external Sign and Seal of the new Co- bis 
venant between God and Man, inſtituted by juſificd 
our Lord himſelf, whereby we are admitted life h 
into the Church of Chriſt, and intitled to the Ml Fon 
 afiiftance of the Holy Ghoſt ; which therefore Hav 
the Apoſtle here joins with the external Sign, whole 
as that which is repreſented and conſigned to hinted 
contai! 


uus by the Rite of Baptiſm, rhe renewing of the 
ay Ghft, to whom, together with the Fa- i, | \ 
ther and the Son, all who are baptized are the W 
dedicated, and under whoſe conduct they are know 
then placed. | bleſle 

V. Here is the Perſon through whoſe me- of thi 
rits and mediation the Salvation of Men is holy * 


obtained, and particularly by whom the Holy Ml ing. 


Ghoſt is imparted to the members of the Oberg 
Chriftian Church, for the renewing their ceed 
minds, namely, 7eſus Chrift our Saviour, For this I 
ſo it follows ; 55 Which he ſhed ON us abun- Cr CC 

* « danty MY me 


Baftiſmal and Spiritual Regeneration, 9 
; dantly thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour,” Ie 
hole method of our Salvation, and particu- 
arly the communication of the divine Spirit, 
is managed by JESUS CHRIST. 

VI. Laſtly, Here is the deſign and end of 
all this merciful diſpenſation of God towards 
Men by his Son; namely, * that being juſ- 
tied by his grace, we ſhould be made 
u heirs according to the hope of eternal life; 
that is, that having our Sins pardoned, and 
our perſons accepted, or received into Gop's 
favour, ſo as that he ſhould again account us 
s his Children (for this I underſtand by being 
juſificd,) we ſhould become heirs of eternal 
life; heirs in hope in this world, and in poſ- 
kffion in the world to come. 

Having thus given a brief View of this 
whole Period. my farther deſign is, as I before 
hinted, to treat upon one of the particulars 
contained in it. Only before 1 enter upon 
it, I would make this ſhort obſervation upon 
the whole, That here we have a plain ac- 
knowled2ment of the three Perſons in the 
blefled {rinity, and indeed the foundation 
of that Doctrine as revealed to us in the 
holy Scriptures, namely, the Father appoint- 
ing, the Son managing, and the holy Ghoſt 
operating in the Salvation of Men. This in- 
deed is the true ground of the Revelation of 
this myſterious Doctrine to us; not to amvie 
er contound us, but that we might under} ard 
tie method of our Salvation by the Gofpel.; 
. tha 


_ ® ſaved us by the waſhing of Regeneration, 
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that as by the light of nature and reaſon we 
are taught to know and to reverence the greit 
Father of all, ſo by Revelation we might be 
made to underſtand, that this Father hath 
brought about our Recovery and Salvation, 
by his only-begotten Son, and his eternal 
Spirit, who are not Creatures made out cf 
nothing, as we ourſelves are, but are eter- 
nally of and with the Father, to whom, o- 
gether with the Father, we are dedicated, 
when we are admitted into the Chriſtian 
Church, and whom together with him we 
worſhip and glorify. 

But I proceed now to that which I prima- 
rily intended, namely, to conſider that parti- 
cular which | mentioned in the fourth place, 
as Contained in my Text, The mezns by 
which Chriſtians are brought into a State of 
Salvation, both external and internal; * He 


and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. 

That by the woſhing of Negenerution is to be 
underſtood Bopiiſin, I think there can be no 
doubt, to any who are acquainted with tie 
language of the primitive Writers, by whom 
Bapt'ſm is uſually ſtiled N generation, ard 
baptized perſons are ſaid to be regenerdied; 
which way of ſpeaking was probably ken 
up partly from this paſſage of St Paul, and 
partly from thoſe words of our Saviour, W .Ich 
ſeem exactly correſpondent to the!z in ny 
Text. In his Diſcourſe with m__— 
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5; tells him, that © except a man be born 
again, he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God ;- 


end farther explaining himſelf, he adds, © Ve. 


 rily, verily I ſay unte thee, Except a Man 
be born of water and of the Spirit, he can- 
r not enter into the kingdom of God ;* Fohn 
ii. 3, 5. where the words born and born again 
plainly anſwer to Regeneration in my Text, 
3 Water and the Spirit anſwer to the wajhing 
of Regeneration, and the renewing of the Holy 
Ghoſt; and whereas our Saviour makes thote 
neceſſary to our ®entering into the kingdom 
of God, s St Paul makes theſe the means 
of our Salvation. WE 

But here the queſtion wiil be, In what 
ſenſe are each of tbeſe a means to this end? 
How are we ſaved by one and by the other ? 
Which inquiry is the more neceſtary, be- 
cauſe it will lead us to the underſtanding of 
the true notion of Regeneration, both when 
it is applied to Bat ſin, (as it frequently is) 
and when it particularly denotes © the renew= 
" ing of the mind by the divine Spirit; as al- 
ſo it will farther ferve to convince us, that 
external Regeneration, if not accompanied 
with the internal, will not avail us to the 
end for which it is deſigned. The Method 
therefore which I propoſe in handling this 
Point is, 


I. To ſhew why Baptiſm is ſtiled he rwaſhe 
ing of Regeneration, 
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IT. To inquire how it becomes a mean; 
whereby we are ſaved. _ | 
III. To ſhew what the renewing of 1h; 


| Holy Ghoſt is, which St Paul here Joins with 


the waſhing of Regeneration. 

IV. To ſhew that the waſhing of Regenere- 
tion may be ſeparated from the rcnewing if 
the Holy Ghoſt ; and that if it be ſo, the end 
tor Which it is uſcd, namely, our Salvatiin, 
cannot be obtained, the latter being abſo— 
lutely neceſſary in order to our being /aved, 
in the complete ſenſe of that word. 

V. To inquire how thoſe perſons who 
have had the waſhing of Regeneration, but ate 
not yet renewed by the divine Spirit, may at- 
tain to that Renovation. 


IJ. I begin with the 57%, that is, To ſhew 


why Baptifm is ſtiled the w2ſhing of Regenera- 


1:01. 

Now the account of this I take to be very 
plain and eaſy, from the way of ſpeaking 
familiar among the Jews, We are told by 
their authentic Writers, that it was their 


cuſtom to admit Proſelytes from among the 


Heathen, not only by circumciſing the Males, 


but alſo by baptizing both Males and Fe- 
males; and that they were uſed to ſay, when 
perſons were lo baptiz d and proſelyted, they 
reſembled ſuch as were new-born ; they en- 
tered into a new State, were admitted to new 
Relations, were obliged to live new Lives, and 
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Baptiſmal and Spiritual Regeneration, 13 
to 2overn themſelves by new Jaws and cuſ- 
toms. And there can be no great doubt, but 
that our Saviour and & Paul might uſe the ex- 
preffons of being born again of water, and 
the waſhing of Regeneration, in the very ſame 
ſenſe; whoſoever was admitted into the Chriſ- 
tian Church by Baptiſm, being born again in 


the ſame manner as Proſelytes uſed to be 


amongſt the Jews. To which may be added, 


what is peculiarly true in the Chriſtian Diſ— 
penſation, namely, that Baptiſm was therein 
appointed to be a ſign of an inward and ſpi- 

| ritual Regeneration; waſhing the Body with 


waters was to repreſent the cleanſing of the 
Soul by the divine Spirit, and conſequently 
the receiving a new Principle of ſpiritual life 
into the Soul, anſwering to the Principle of 
natural life which every man brings into the 
world with him when he is firſt born, But 
this will appear more clearly by what is to be 
conſidered in the ſecond place, namely, 


II. How Baptiſm becomes to us a means 


whereby we are ſaved, agreeably to St Pauls 


expreſſion ; * According to his mercy he ſaved 
us, by the waſhing of Regeneration.“ 

Now the account of this may be given in 
the following particulars, 

1. As it is appointed by our Saviour for a 
folemn Rite of admittance into his Church, 


2. As it is a Sign of the cleanſuig our Souls 


from the pollution of ſin, and the renewing 
them 
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them after the Image of God by the divine 
Spirit. | 

3. As it is a Seal of the Covenant between 
God and Men in Jeſus Chriſt. 

4. As it is in the right uſe of it a Mean; 
alſo of obtaining thoſe Bleſſings which it re- 
preſents, 


1. We are ſaved by the waſhing of Regenera- 
tion, that is, (as I have before explained the 
expreſſion) we are put into a ſtate of Salvation 
by Baptiſm, inaſmuch as Baptiſm is appoint- 


ed by our Saviour for a ſolemn Rite of ad- 


miſſion into his Church. 

— The Church is that Body of men, which 
is taken out of the reſt of the world, as 
the peculiar care of our Redeemer, to whom 


he affords the ſpecial means of Salvation, 


conducting them by the methods of his Pro- 
vidence and his Grace towards eternal Life. 
It is therefore by St Peter compared to the 
Ark in the days of Noah, in which thoſe who 
entered into it were ſaved from the de'uge 
which was ſent upon the world; They were 
Javed, as the Apoſtle expreſſeth it, {yy water; 
or in the Ark which was carried on the wa- 
ter; upon which he immediately adds, *The 
like figure whereunto. even Baptiſm, doth 
5 alſo now 1ave us, 1 Pet. iii. 20, 21. For 
our Lord hath appointed that all thoſe who 
will enter into the Ark of his Church, ſhall 
be admitted by the ſolemn Rite or omg 

: 1 
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of Baptiſm, according to that expreſs Precept 
| to his Apoſtles, © Go ye, and make diſciples 
u of all Nations, baptizing them in the Name 


of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 


n Holy Ghoſt, Matt, xxviii. 19, This was 


the Method in which they were to diſciple 
all Nations, to receive them into the nuinber 
of Diſciples by Baptiſm, and thereby to oblige 
them to yield Obedience to all the Piecepts of 


| our Saviour, And accordingly we find that 


it was the conſtant Practice of the Apoſtles, 
and from them derived to the whole Church 
of Chriſt ever ſince, to admit Proſelytes or 
Diſciples by the fame Rite; inſomuch that 
thoſe who pretend to the name of Chriſtians, 
but yet reject this expreſs Inititution of the 


F.under of our Religion, i know not how 


they can be owned as menibers of the Chriſ- 
tian Church, or Diſciples of JESUS CHRIST, 
whilſt they diſclaim the badges ot their Pro- 
feſſion. 

2. We are ſaved by the waſhing of Regene- 
ration, as it is a Sign of the cleanſing our 
Souls from the pollution of Sin, and the re- 
newing them atter the Image of God by the 
divine Spirit, 

Nor was it without reaſon that our Lord 
appointed this Sign, which naturally and eaſily 
repreſents the iÞing ſignified. For as by pure 
water our Bodics are cleanſed from pollution, 
lo by the mercy of God in J ESS CHRISYTH our 
Souls are firit purged from the guilt of Sin, 

, ma 
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and by the divine Spirit they are ſanctified and 


purified from its dehlement. And therefore 
it is obſervable, that this reſemblance is taken 
notice of in the old Teftament as well as in 
the new; as in that paſſage of Ezetze!, where 
the Prophet ſpeaking of the times of the A.. 
| faah, doth it in theſe words; © Then will 
% ſprinkle clean water upon you, and ye hal 
be clean: from all your filthineſs, and from 
* all your idols will 1 cleanfe you. A new 
1 heart alſo will I give you, and a new ſpi- 
” rit will | put within you;” adding in the 
following Verſe, And I will put my Spirit 
within you, and cauſe you to walk in my 
5 ſtatutes,” &c, Ezek. xxxvi. 25—27, Here 
Mater is made to repreſent the Spirit if Gin, 
with reſpect to its cleanſing and purify:ng Vu- 
tue; and ſprinkling clean Tater is made the 
figure of pouring out the divine Spirit. 

And yet further, according to the Obſer- 
vation of a learned Writer of our own, the 
water of Baptiim might probably be made uſe 
of a: a ſign of our new birth, for this ſpecial 
reaſon, namely, from the known cuſtom of 
waſhing new-born Infants from the pollution 
Which they bring into the world with them. 
So that it is a proper Sign, both by Nature 
and Cuſtom, of the thing which it is here 
uſed to repreſent z. and it is appointed by our 
LoRp to this very purpoſe, that we may 
thereby be put in mind of the deſign of our 


entering into the Chriſtian Church, to wit, 


tha: 


2 


that ou 
Element 
it 


3. It 


moreov 
betweet 
| Thu 
Seal of 
his See 


Paul, * 
u 2 Sea 
Iv. 11. 
Covensz 
his fn! 
him fot 
ing thi 
ſealed 

ling ar 


Fin Gc 


Comm 
ever is 
the Fa 
cordin 
thereb 
ed bet. 
(70D's 
Golpe 
Condi 
an En 
the co 

For 
ſcenſte 


Baptiſmal and Spiritual Regeneration, 17 
Lat our Souls may be cleanſed from the de- 
Element of Sin, by virtue of the divine Spi- 
Tit, 


in Nnoreover a Seal of the Covenant then made 
ere Netween Gop and Man in JESUS CHRIST. 
/- WM Thus Circumciſion was appointed for a 


Seal of 5s nh Covenant with Abraham and 
his Seed” according to the account of St 
Paul.“ He received the Sign of Circumciſion, 
ev a Seal of the righteouſneſs of his Faith,” Rom. 
p- Wir, 11, that is, a Seal which Gop ſet to his 
be WCovenant with him, that he would accept 
rt bis ſincere Faith, and would impute it to 
"NY Wim for Righteouſneſs : and Abraham, by mak- 
re ing this Sign on himſelf and on his Children, 
6; Wald the Covenant on his part alſo, profeſ- 
ag and teſtiſying thereby his Faith and Hope 
ic Win Gor, and his ready Obedience to his 
Commandments. In like manner, whoſo- 


erer is baptized with Water in the Name of 


de the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, ac- 
le cording to our Saviour's Inſtitution, hath 
al WF thereby the Goſpel-Covenant ſigned and ſeal- 
of ¶ ed between Gop and him, being certified on 


n God's part, that all the promiſes of the 


n. Goſpel ſhall be made good to him upon the 


e Conditions there propoſed : and entering into 


le n Engagement on his own Part, to perform 
ir WF tie conditions of the Goſpel accordingly. 


7 For thus it pleaſeth Gon in great Conde- 
ir WE (cnfien to act with Men, according to their 
i og 3 ways 


3. It is not only an external Sign, but 
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ways of acting one with another, not onlyMives; : 
giving them his Word and Promiſe, and «Mere rep 
ceiving from them the engagement of theirMiſule of v 
Vows; but moreover by certain externalWſy com 
and viſible Signs and Marks, ſuch as the twoMwhich l 
Sacraments of the Goſpel are, farther con. Nęit of t| 
firming his Promiſes to them, and engaging ther, 2 


their Vows to him. | wy Te 
4. Yet once more, we may be faid to hel ment! 
| ſaved by the waſhing of Regeneration, as Bay- Nicoder 
tiſm in the right uſe of it is a means alſo of when 
obtaining thoſe Bleſſings which it repreſents; ¶ Hoh ( 
according to the definition of a Sacrament in courſin 


our Church-Catechiſm, That * it is an out-“ pent 
Ward and viſible Sign of an inward and ſpi- WM” of ye 
ritual Grace, given unto us, ordained by the 1 
« Chriſt himſelf, as a Means whereby we fe- the 
«© ceive the ſame, as well as a Pledge to if 945 n 
& affure us thereof.“ | lous gi 
Gop cannot be thought to have appointed what f 
any Inſtitutions in vain, or to be wanting i * and 
to his Church in the regular Uſe of them; MW afar 
and therefore when our Lord gave his Apo- ſal 
tles commiſiion in this manner to diſciple all No 
Nations, he immediately adds, * And lol an bur L 
s with you always, even unto the end of the e Sir 
1 world, Matt. xxviii. 20. The Goſpel is nt for 
indeed throughout the Scriptures repreſentel I fed, 
as the Miniſtration of the Spirit, the divine I Vtiot 
Spirit being the peculiar Promiſe of the Go/pel, admit 
for the quickening and ſanctifying the Souls of _ 
0 te 


Men, and for the directing and moe 
1 ives; 


Baptiſmal and Spiritual Regeneration, 19 
es; and all the Inſtitutions of Chriſtianity 


uſe of which the divine Spirit will be certain- 
ly communicated, if we uſe them aright ; 
which is the true Reaſon why Baptiſm and the 
cit of the Spirit = 

ther, as if they were inſeparable, as here in 
my Text; and from that other Paſſage which 
[mentioned from the words of our Saviour to 
Meodemus; and again in that of St Peter, 
when immediately after the deſcent of the 
Holy Ghoſt upon the Apoſtles he was diſ- 
courſing to the Jews on that Subject; * Re- 
pent, s ſay he, © and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of JESUS CuR1sT, for 
" the remiſſion of Sins, and ye ſhall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghoſt 5 which, that it 
was not to be underſtood only of the miracu- 
ous gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, ſeems plain from 
what follows ; * For the Promiſe is unto you, 
and to your Children, and to all that are 
" afar off, even as many as the Lord our God 
mall call,* Acts ii. 38, 39. | 


Now if Baptiſm be a means appointed by : 


our LoRD himlelf for the obtaining remiſſion 
of Sins, and the Aſſiſtance of the divine Spi- 
nit for the purifying our Souls, it may well be 
ſaid, that by it we are put into a State of Sal- 
vation; eſpecially when we add, that being 
admitted into the Chriſtian Church by this 


ſolemn Rite, we are at the ſame time admitted 


to the Uſe of all the other Means of Salvation 
| appointed 


are repreſented as ſo many means, in the 


frequently joined toge- 
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appointed by our Lord; in the du 
which we have ground to expect 3 
thoſe Meaſures of divine Aſſiſtance which a 
r ſtand in need of. 5 
nd hence we may learn by the 
underſtand clearly hab . 
Office of Baptiſm, which ſome have objected 
againſt, for want of conſidering the true im. 
— of them, In the Exhortation before 
aptiſm of Infants, the Congregation is ad- 
moniſhed © to call upon God, that he wil 
= grant to the Child that thing which by na. 
- ture he cannot have, that he may be bay- 
3 with Water and the Holy Ghoſt,” 
We afterwards pray, that Gop would u 
— ſaneiify the Child with the Holy G hg, 
— at he may receive remiſſion of Sins by ſpiritual 
1 generation; that Gop would give his hal 
Ipirit to the Child, that he may be born again; 
ne Gop would “ ſanctify the Water to the 
- myſtical waſhing away of Sin ;” and would 
Fa grant, that the Child to be baptized thercin 
*© may receive the fulneſs of his Grace, and 
gi ever remain in the number of his faithful 
and elect Children;“ and finally, after Bap- 
2 we give thanks to Gop, that it hath 
1 3 him to regenerate the Infant with 
= ene Spirit, to receive him for his own 
lp id by adoption, and to incorporate him 
into his holy Church.” 
In the Office for Baptizing adult Perſons, 
we pray for the ſame things on their Behalf; 
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and after their being baptized, do pronounce, 
that ** they are now born again, and made 


that they may continue God's Servants and 
« attain his Promiles,” &c. All this is per- 
fectly agreeable to the Account which I have 
already given, namely, dene who are 
regularly baptized, are incorpprated into the 
vible Church of CnR1sT, and thereby in- 
titled to the Pardon of their paſt Sins, and 
received into the number of the Children of 
Gop through JESUS CHRIST; and as they 
ze dedicated to the Holy Ghoſt, together 
with the Father and the Son, ſo they have a 
right to expect and depend upon his Aſſiſtance, 
ſo long as they do not wilfully violate their 
baptiſmal Covenant; they are born again, or 
regenerated into a new State, entered upon 
new Relations, obliged to live new Lives; they 
ae admitted into that Body of which JESUs 
CHRIST is the Head, and in which the holy 


Spirit dwelleth, in order to quicken and ſanc- 


iy, to direct and influence all its Members, 
which do not reſiſt and refuſe his Conduct. 
This is bapti/mal Regeneration, and what will 


be attended alſo with the renewing of the Holy 


6%, where there is no obſtruction to his 
lacred Influence. | 

But this leads me to that which I propoſed 
in the third place, namely, 


III. To 


« heirs of everlaſting ſalvation ; and pray, 


— 


— _ Mu MY, 
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III. To ſhew what the renewing fe, 
Holy Gboft is, which St Paul here joins witli Ke. 
the waſhing of Regeneration, as neceſſary in Spirit 
order to our being ſaved, in the full Senſe of beine 
that word, as uſed in the Goſpel. | # of Gr 

And here we are entering upon a main” and 
point of Chriſtian Doctrine, ſuch as it concern M's 
every one, who has a true regard to his oN] of 


ſpiritual and eternal Well-being, thorough! new 
to underſtand and conſider. I hat there * 
ſuch a thing as an alteration of the temper o . 
our Spirit, effected by the power of the diving“ I 
Spirit, and this abſolutely neceſſary to out Spiri. 
partaking of the favour of Gon and eterna * HOW 
life through the mediation of Jes us Caynisr ? ngat 
is what the Scriptures both of the old and neu? 


Teſtament fully atteſt, It is what in the by F 
Prophet Eze#zel, ſpeaking of the times of the ewe 
Goſpel, is repreſented by God's © giving te bim 
55 men a new heart and a new ſpirit; by tak This is 


ing away the ſtony heart, and giving a Cſcour! 


* heart of fleſh ;” that is, a tender and ſol. the 8 
heart, inſtead of one that is hard and inſen{W Len 
ſible: and farther, by God's putting bi” 2: 
Spirit within them, and cauſe them tc preſſion 
„walk in his Statutes, and to ke his Judg ihe ren 
s ments, and do them; Ezeh, xxxvi. 20 means. 
Sc. and all this as the explication of a pirai = 8 


juſt before. uſed, and a completion of what! 
ſignified thereby, namely, * the ſprinkling 
clean water upon them, and cleanſing the Tor 

M$ Re 


5 fromall their filthineſs,” ver, 25. It is thi 
| | | {amt 
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ame which St Paul means in his Epiſtle to 
the Romans, by © minding the things of the 
Spirit; by being ſpiritually - minded; by 
being in the Spirit, and having the Spirit 
of Go dwelling in them,” Roz. viil. 5, 6, 
, and again, by being transformed by the re- 
wing of their mind; Rom. xii. 2. and in 
one of his Epiſtles to the Corinthians, by ua 
new Creature; old things being paſſed 
' away, and all things becoming new,“ 2 Cor. 
v. 17. It is what in his Epiſtle to the Ephe- 
am he expreſſes by 5 being renewed in the 
u Spirit of their mind, and putting on the 
" new man, which after Gop is created in 
" righteouſneſs and true holineſs 35 Eph. iv. 


= 23, 24. and in his Epiſtle to the Colaſſians, 
1 the by putting on the new man, which is re- 


ih newed in knowledge, after the image of 


him who created him,“ Col. iii. 10. Finally, 
* This is what our LozD himſelf means, in his 
diſcourſe with Nicodemus, by © being born of 
Fo the Spirit,” as well as of Water, in order 
o entering into the kingdom of God.“ John 
ii. 5. From all which, and other like Ex- 
med eſtions in holy Scripture, we may learn what 
ale tht renewing of the Holy Ghoſt in my Text 
"cans. For the fuller account of which, it 


ra "47 be proper to conſider the three following 
nat particular 8. 


then . What the ſlate of mankind is before 
is ds Renovation, 


{amt 2. What 
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2. What alteration is made by it 


3, The great Agent, by whom this Rena 
vation is wrought. | 


1. What the State of mankind is bef;; 
this Renovation. : 
Now this we may diſcern partly from ti 
account which the Scriptures give; and part 
from Obſervation, and even our own inwai 

denſe and Feeling. 

St Paul, in his Epiſtles to the Churche 
which he had planted among the Heathe 
frequently mentions the very corrupt ſta 


in which they, with the reſt of the Heathet 


World, lay, before their embracing the Chri 
tian Faith. Thus in his Epiſtle to the Eph 
ſians, „ You hath he quickened, who wer 
dead in treſpaſſes and fins, wherein in tim 
* paſt ye walked according to the courle 
this World, according to the Prince of th 
Power of the Air, the Spirit that now work 
eth in the children of diſobedience ; amon 

s whom alſo we all had our converſation | 
times paſt, in the luſts of our fleſh, fulhl! 
ing the deſires of the fleſh, and of the mind 
and were by nature the children of wrati 
even as others; and again, © At that tim 
ye were without CHRIST, being Alien 


from the Commonwealth of Iſrael, ant 


Strangers from the Covenants of promiſe 


having no Hope, and without God in th 
| | 5 Worle, 
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« World,” Eph. ii. 1—3, 12. And once 
more, * That we henceforth walk not as 


u mind, having the underſtanding darkened, 
u being alienated from the life of Gop, thro" 
the ignorance that is in them, becauſe of 
the blindneſs of their heart; Who being 
u paſt feeling, have given themſelves over to 


wi u Jaſciviouſneſs, to work all uncleanneſs with 

1 greedineſs,” This ſtate he calls preſently after 
rc © tbe old Man, which is corrupt according 
MW * the deceitful luſte, of which eld mon he 


does on to repreſent ſeveral members or parts; 
ade! buch as lying, flealing, corrupt communication, 
"kr litterneſs, wrath, anger, clameur, evil-ſpeak- 


Dole ing and malice, Eph. iv. 17—19, 22, &c. And 


leſt the Jews, when they compared themſelves 
with the Heathen, ſhould imagine that the 
corruption of their nature was not like that 
of the reſt of mankind, the ſame Apoſtle, in 
his Epiſtle to the Romans, charges them alſo 
in this manner. After he had been ſpeaking 
of the degeneracy of the Heathen world, to 


Wer 


on 


ue bleed the Jews from boaſting, he puts this 


Wy Queſtion, Y/hat then? Are we better than 
ra" %? And he immediately replies, © No, in 
time no wile; for we have before proved, both 
Alien Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under 
ae fn.“ For which he cites ſeveral expreſs 
miſe pallages out of their own ſacred Writings ; 
in ti As it is written, There is none righteous, 
ore MI do not one; there is none that underſtand- 

B eth, 


: other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their 
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4: eth, there is none that ſeeketh after Gog, 
They are all gone out of the way, they are 
5 altogether become unprofitable, there is none 
*: that doeth good, no not one;” ſaying a 
little after, that “ what things ſoever the law 
1 ſaith, it ſaith to them that are under the 
11 Jaw; that every mouth may be ſtopped, and 
all the werld may become guilty before 
% Gop:” and adding again, that * there is 
no difference,” (namely, between Jew and 
Gentile, in this reſpect) * for all have ſinned, 
„ and come ſhort of the Glory of Gop,! 
Rom. iii. 9—12, 19, 22, 23. Not that the 
Apoſtle means, that either among the Gen- 
tiles or the Jews all were equally corrupt and 
degenerate. No; he himſelf in the ſame 
Epiſtle ſuppoſes, that ſome Gentiles which 
55 have not the law,” yet“ do by nature the 
things contained in the Law ;* and ſays, 
that * theſe having not the Law, are a Law 
1 unto themſelves, which ſhew the work of 
the Law written in their hearts: * And 
again he ſpeaks of ſome © Jews who kept the 
n Law," Rom, ii. 14, 15, 29. that is, who 
kept it ſincerely, though not in abiolute per- 
fection. The plain meaning therefore of the 
Apoſtle is, that, generally ſpeaking. doth 

ews and Gentiles were corrupted in the man- 
ner he had there declared, as experience ſhew- 
ed to all impartial obſervers; to which there- 
fore he appeals. And indeed wherelocver, 


either among Jews or Gentiles, there we't 
55 
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8 to be found ſincere, upright Perſons, whoſe 
"© minds were in any good degree formed after 
nn the divine Image, and whoſe lives were freed 
* from that general corruption which had over- 
the ſpread the earth, theſe were but ſo many in- 
and ances of ſuch as were renewed by the Holy 
fore 6%, which even before the times of the 
„„ W Goſpel, ſhed his Influences upon all pious, and 
ers MW. 0 

juſt and holy men, whether they were to be 
and —_— 
ned found among the Jews or Heathens : whereas, 


BY generally ſpeaking, the Jews themſelves, and 
the WY <pecially the Heathens, were corrupted and 
zen- depraved more or leſs, according to the Apo- 
and ſte's deſcription in the places before men- 
ame toned, | . | 

hich It will be fit for us therefore to take a far- 
the ther view of this caſe, according to our own 
ſays, obſervation, and even our inward ſenſe and 
Lay feeling; which if we do, we ſhall find the 
of eie to ſtand thus. There is naturally in all 
Ang nen an inordinate ſelf-love, which is the root 
* the Nef much evil. For it neceſſarily produces 
who ſelf- will, and conſequently a backwardneſs to 
be ruled by the laws of GoDp, or the reaſon 


* of things; as alſo Vanity, Pride, Hatred, 
both Envy, and the reſt of thoſe ſpiritual Vices 
man- Nvitb which the Souls of Men are ſo much de- 
new-praved. Next to this there is obſervable in 
here: Men an inordinate regard to the meaner part 
cyer, Jof themſelves, their Bodies, which leads them 
wee Ito Senſuality, the undue gratification of the 


to Leſires of the fleſh ; making them to forget or 
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neglect that more noble Principle which is 
Within them, their immortal Souls. This 


incliges them eagerly to purſue the enjoyments 


of this life, to ſeek after the pleaſures, pro- 
fits and honours of it, whilſt they deſpiſe and 
forfeit the Enjoyments of the Life to come, 
This I think from obſervation, and from ia— 
ward ſenſe, we may conclude to be the natural 
State of Mankind. Where, when I ſay ra- 
| tural, I do not mean that it is the State for 
which Gop defigned Men in his forming 
them at the firſt; but that it is the State in 
which they are now by nature found, Not 
again, do I intend hereby to aſſert, that there 
are none 'Who from their Infancy grow up 
into a better. State. and Temper. It is ap- 
parent that there are many ſuch ;- the Grace 
of the Divine Spirit attending their firſt dedi- 
cation to him in Baptiſm, and continually ex- 
citing and aſſiſting their own endeavours, and 
bleſling the inſtructions and admonitions 0 
| thoſe who have the forming of their tender 
minds, thus gradually ieCtitying the diſorde 
of their Nature: But this hinders not but 
that the preſent State of Nature is what 
have been deſcribing, and would continue ſo 
did not the Divine Spirit interpoſe for the al 
tering and amending it. It is true, There 1 


implanted in the very nature of Man a more 
excellent Principle than that which general) 
prevails, I mean, a Principle of Reaſon, where 


by he is enabled to conſider and reflect, _ 
| x directed 
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h is directed to act accordingly ; whereby he is 
This able to know God in ſome mealure, and to 
ents acknowledge him as the Author of his being, 
pro- W to whom he owes a profound Reverence, and 
and Wl a fincere Love, together with perfect Sub- 
me, MW miſſion, and an univerſal Obedience; where- 
ia- by he can farther diſcern the difference be- 
ural WM tween moral good and evil, and is obliged to 
ra- approve himſelf when he does well, and to 
for Ml condemn himſelf when he does ill; whereby 
ning be can look forward into a future ſtate of 
e in things, perceiving in himſelf ſomething that 
Not is fpiritual and immortal, and conſequently 
here ſeeing the reaſonableneſs of cultivating the 
v up better part of himſelf, and providing for that © 
ap- State which is to ſucceed this. This Prin- 
race ciple is in Men by Nature; but then it wants 
ledi- 0 be awakened, excited, and ſtrengthened 
by the Divine Spirit, fo that it may prevail 
over all the lower inclinations and affections. 
There are many inſtances ' of ' Perſons, who 
have arrived at ſublime thoughts and concep- 
tions of ſpiritual and divine things, nay, to 
lome good deſires, purpoſes and 'reſolutions ; 
but yet their minds not having been thorough- 
ly renewed, they have ftill- been led captive 
by their- carnal affections, and whilſt they 
have retained the Knowledge, they have been 
alienated from the Life of God; according to 
the expreſſion of St Paul: The Law in 
ere ® their Members, warring againſt the Law 
any of their Mind, bas brought them into cap- 
zo —_ B 3 5 tivity 
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” tivity to the Law of Sin,” ſo that they were 
wretched men, Rom. vii. 23, 24. and 
ſtood in need of“ the Law of the Spirit of 
v Life in Chriſt Jeſus, to make them free 
from the Law of Sin and Death, Ren, 
viii. 2. And this may ſuffice to be ſpoken 
to the „ir particular which I propoſed, | 
proceed to the next, namely, 

2. To confider what alteration is made in 
Men by the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, And 
of this I ſhall give an Account in the thre 
particulars following, £ 1 
1. The Mind is thereby enlightened, fo a 
to diſcern more cloſely thoſe ſpiritual things, 
which either it did not at all perceive, or not 
with ſo much Light and Evidence as now it 
does. For Inſtance ; The renewed Mind di- 
cerns more clearly the Being and PerfeQiions 
of Almighty Gop, as he is our Creator, our 
Preſerver, our heavenly Father, infinitely per- 
fect and happy in himſelf, and the Fountain 
of all good to his Creatures; a Being who 
ought to be reverenced, adored, loved and 
obeyed entirely. And eſpecially as a Being 
who hath manifeſted himſelf to us Chriſtians, 
by his Son JESUS CHRIST in our Nature, 2 
hating all Sin, but abounding in love to Man- 
| kind, and earneſtly deſirous of recovering Sin- 


ners from the Guilt and the Dominion of M 


their Sins by the Goſpel of our Saviour. 
The fame Mind becomes ſenſible of its 
own Being and Nature; it feels itſelf and 1ts 
Wt, Powers; 


Were 


and 
rit of 
free 
Rom, 
oken 


1. | 


le in 
And 
thru 


ſo az 
ings, 
r not 
JW it 
I dif- 
lions 

our 
per- 
Main 
who 

and 
eing 
ans, 
„ 25 
lan- 
din- 


n of 


its 
| 1ts 
ers; 


Baptiſmal and Spiritual Regeneration. 31 
powers; it diſcerns its own breathings after 
ſomething beyond the Objects of Senſe and 
the Enjoyments of this life, even the image 
and favour of Gop, and immortal Life with 
bim; and eſpecially as enlightened by the 
Goſpel it looks into the other world, both 
perceiving its own Immortality, and fore- ſee- 
ing the Reſurrection of its Body, and the 25 
of the World to come. 

It diſcerns more clearly the excellency of 
Piety and Virtue, and the odiouſneſs of Wick- 
edneſs and Vice; and the mighty difference 
there is between thoſe happy Creatures who 
have conſtantly adhered to the former, and 
thoſe miſerable Beings who have degenerated 
into the latter. It perceives the Excellency 
of all the Chriſtian Precepts, how agreeable 
they are to the Reaſon of our Minds, and 
how much they tend to the Perfection and 
Happineſs of our Nature. 

2. This renewing of the Mind doth not 
only produce a clearer judgment, but alſo a 
more firm and ſtedfaſt reſolution to be go- 
verned henceforward by the laws of Reaſon 
and Religion, and never wilfully to deviate 
from thoſe Rules which Gop and our Saviour 
have given us for the direction of our tempers 
and our actions; never to be led and carried 


away by mere natural inclination or aftec- 


tion, but ſtrictly to obſerve and follow the 
admonitions and dictates of our enlightened 
Souls, 
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So excellent are the Precepts of Religion, 
fo agreeable to our natural rezſon when 
awakeaed, that even unregenerate men can- 
not forbear, ſometimes at leaſt, purpoſing to 
comply with them; but whilſt * to will i; 


*s prelent with them, they find not how to | 


perform that which is good ; that which 
they would, they do not ;** and many times 
even * that which they hate, they do; they 
find a law, that when they would do good, 
evil is preſent with them; they are © car- 
nal, and ſold under ſin;« inſomuch that 
whilſt “ they delight in the Jaw of Gop after 
the inner man, “they cannot but approve 
it, and in ſome meaſure diſcern and be pleaſed 
with the excellency of it; 5 the law in their 


© members,” nevertheleſs, 5 brings them into 


5s Captivity to the Jaw of ſin; wretched men 
55 that they are! Nam. vii. 15, Cc. and all 
this for want of a Spirit fixed, a Mind fully 
determined and reſolved. But once more, 
3. The renewing of the mind, mentioned 
in my Text, produces an alteration in the 
temper, that is, in the prevailing inclination 
of the Soul; ſuch perſons are, according to 
the phraſe of the Apoſtle, © renewed in the 
55 ſpirit of their mind, in righteouſneſs and 
true holineſs, after the image of him who 


created them,” Eph. iv. 23, 24. Col. iii. 10. 


They now deeply reverence and heartily love 


Almighty God, as the greateſt and moſt ex- 
cellent Being, as the Father of their Spirits, 
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 Baptiſmal and Spiritual Regeneration. 33 
and the Fountain of all that is truly good and 
geſitable. They entirely reſign and devote 
themſelves to him, eſtceming it both their 
duty and their - happineſs to know and do 
is Will. They ſincerely love truth and good- 
rele, even as Gop himſelf doth: and are, from 


an ward ſettled Principle, not only reſolved, 
bit inclined to adhere to them againſt all op- 


potition. They not only ſee, but as it were 


feel the Excellency af the divine Precepts, as 
d:livered by our Lord and Saviour. They 
admire the Image, the Spirit, and the Life of 
God, as exemplified in him, when he ap- 
peared in our Nature. They are ſtrongly 
moved by a Senſe of the Juſtice and Mercy 
of Gop diſplayed by our Saviour's undertak- 
ing, to abhor all fin and wickedneſs, to te- 
munce every forbidden practice, to love Gop 
zbove all, to love their Neighbour as Go p 
hath loved them, to brin forth all the fruits 
of Righteouſneſs to the Praiſe and Glory of 
Gop through Jesus CHN; and in ſo do- 
ing, to hope and confide in the Mercy of 
Gop through his Mediation. This diveſts 
them of that narrowneſs and felfifhneſs of Spi- 
tit, which before prevailed in them, and ef 
all that ſelf-will and pride that hatred and 
envy which proceeded thence ; ſubſtituting in 
the room thereof, humility and charity. They 
are poſſefſed with an earneſt deſire to cleanſe 
* themſelves from all defilement both of fleſh 
5 and. ſpirit, and to perfect holineſs in the 

B 5 s Fear 
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Fear of Gop zu to prepare themſelves for 
that undefiled ſtate which they are to enter 
upon, when their Spirits ſhall be ſeparated 
from their Bodies; and which is to be com. 
pleated when Soul and Body ſhall be re-united 
at the Jaſt Day. They feel in themſelves a 
earneſt deſire to partake more and more of the 
divine Image, that ſo they may enjoy a greater 
Senſe of Gop's Favour in this life, and be- 
come capable of the viſion and fruition of 
GoD in the life to come; and this cools and 
damps their inclination and affections to pre- 
ſent ſenſible things, to all the poſſeſſions and 


enjoyments of this mortal State; according to 


St Paul's account, that, as © they that are aſter 
* the fleſh do mind the things of the fletb,' 
ſo theſe being * after the Spirit, do mind the 
things of the Spirit ;* and as ® the catnal 
* mind is enmity againſt Gop, and is not 
1 ſubject to the Law of Gop; neither indeed 
can be; “ ſo theſe ſpiritually-minded per- 
ſons are perfectly reconciled to Gop, and 
ſubject to hi> Law; * the Law of the Spirit 
* of Life in CHRIS IE sus having made 
them free from the law of fin and death; 
Mom. viii. 5, 7, 2. and from this Principle all 
the Frujts of the Divine Spirit do ſhew them- 
ſelves in their lives and converſation, 

This may ſuffice for an account of the al- 
teration made by the renewing of the Holy 
Ghoſt, There remains yet one particular 

*more 
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ves for more to be conſidered, in order to the explain- 
enter ing this renewing ; namely, 


aratel ll 3. The great Agent by whom it is wrought. 
com- ¶ It is the Holy Gj. ” | 
united That this great change of mind from carnal 
ves to ſpiritual is effected by the power of the Di- 
of the vine Spirit, is ſo plainly aſſerted throughout the 
rater Scriptures, particularly in thoſe Texts which 
d de- 1 have cited in the Series of this Diſcourſe, 
on oil that I cannot conceive how any Chriſtian 
Is and ſhould doubt of the truth of it. If it were 
o pre- needful to add any more, it ſhould be theſe 
is and two or three following. Our bleſſed Saviour, 
ing to in his Diſcourſe with Nicodemus, after that he 
e alter faid, Except a man be born of water and 
ct," WN = of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the king- 
d the dom of Gop,” immediately adds, “ That 
carnal which is born of the fleſh, is fleſh; and 
s not ” that which is born of the Spirit, is Spirit ; ® 
ndecd John iii. 5, 6. as much as to fay, Men by 
per- theic natural birth are merely fleſh ; it is by a 
and Spirit derived from Go that they muſt be 


Spirit born again. For a Paraphraſe on which words 
made we may read that paſſage of St Paul in his firſt 
th; Epiſtle to the Corinthians -. 5 The firſt man 
le al Adam was made a living. Soul: the laſt 
nem- © Adam was made a quickening Spirit: The 
u firſt man is of the earth, earthy : the ſe- 

e - ” cond Man is the Lord from heaven, As 
Joly * is the earthy, ſuch, are they alſo that are 
ularil ” earthy :. and as-is the heavenly, ſuch are 
nore ” they alſo that are heavenly. And wy Foes 
| 3 Naye 
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* have borne the image of the earthy, we ſhall 
5 alſo bear the image of the heavenly,” 1 Cor. 
XV. 45, 47—49. The plain meaning of all 
which is, that'as we bring into the world with 
us theſe fleſhly bodies, and theſe liviog ſouls 
as children of the firſt Adam; fo, if we hope 
to arrive at that ſtate which the Goſpel pro- 
poſeth to us hereafter, we muſt bear the image 
of the ſecond Adam, deriving from him that 
quickening Spirit which will enliven our Souls 
at preſent, and will render us capable of eter- 
nal happineſs hereafter ; according to another 
diſcourſe of the fame Apoſtle in his Epiſtle to 
the Romans, where he aſſerts and deſcribes at 
large the efficacy of the Divine Spirit upon the 


minds of all true Chriſtians, declaring ex- 


preſy, * That if any man have not the Spi- 
% Tit of Chriſt, he is none of his,“ Non. vii. 


9. It ſeems, that if the firſt Adam had ap- 


proved himſelf faithful to God, in obeying 


that Precept which was given bim for his 
Trial, this good Spirit would have been con- 
ſtantly imparted to bim for his Conduct 


through this ſtate of life to a better; which 
Divine Spirit, being forfeited by his diſobe- 
dience, is to be reſtored to us ofly by the ſe- 
cond Adam, the Fountain of all fpiritual Life 


and Strength to the children of men. 


IV. I proceed to the next general Head! 
propoſed; which was, to ſhew that He waſh- 
wg of Regeneration may be ſeparated from the 

| ren wing 
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nnetoing of the Hoi Gb. and that'if it be 


ſo, the end ſor Which it is uſed, namely, our 
Salvation, cannot be obtained, the latter be⸗ 
ing abſolutely neceftary in order to our being 


ſaved in the complete ſenſe of that word. 


It is the way of the Sctiotures to ſpeak to 
and of the viſible members of the Church of 
Chrift, under ſuch appellations and expreſſions 
as may ſeem at firſt hearing to imply, that 
they are all of them truly rigbteous and holy 
Perfons, Thus the Apoſtles ſtile thoſe to 
whom they write in general, Saints; ſpeak of 
them as © ſanctified in CurisT Jesus, choſ- 
5 en of Gop, buried with CHRIST in Bap- 
* tifm, riſen again with him from the dead, 
* fitting with him in heavenly places ; * and 
particularly St Paul in my Text ſays, & they 
" were ſaved by the waſhing of Regenera- 
tion, Sc. "The reaſon of which is, that 
they were viſibly by obligation and by profet- 
hon all this; which was thus repreſented to 
them, the more effectually to ftir them up 
and engage them to live according to their 
Profeffiori and Obligation. But yet it is too 
evident, from divers paſſages in their Writ- 
ings, and Experience has confirmed to us the 
ſame thing, that both in their times and ever 
ſinee, there have been many who have en- 
joyed the waſhing of Regeneration, whole tem- 
pers and manners have demonftrated that they 
were not alſo renewed by the Holy Ghoſt. Si- 
mon Magus was a notorious inſtance to this 

pur poſe, 
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purpoſe, who, though the Text tells us tha Ml hy. 
he believed, and was baptized ; yet was ſoon . whic 
after told by St Peter, that © he had neither tian, 
part nor lot in that matter,“ (namely, the} i 1h 
Gift of the Holy Ghoſt) foraſmuch as * hi; {Ml better 
heart was not right in the fight of Gop ; «MW Rom 
and that he perceived that © he was in the gal not 
of bitterneſs, and in the bond of iniquity, but 
Als viii. 13, 21, 23. I take it for granted, iſ ad. 
that I need not inſiſt upon any proof of th 1:97 
matter; but only farther obſerve, that Bp. bim 
tiſmal Regeneration, when ſeparated from the tbe | 
renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, muſt neceſſarily quty 
be ineffeQual to the Salvation of Mens Souls, 
St Paul in my Text joins them together, 3 Go! 
concurring in the work of our Salvation ; and of t] 
our Saviour, in the place before cited, makes and 
the being born of the Spirit, as well as of Ma. g2rd 
ter, neceſſary to the entering into the Kingdin of C 
60 D. St Peter, in like manner, where dein; 
he mentions Baptiſm as ſaving us, adds, to fure: 
prevent all miſtake, not the putting away Perl 
% the filth of the fleſh,” (not that mere) then 
but the anſwer of a good conſcience towards Pear: 
* Gop;*® 1 Pet. iii, 21. that alſo is neceſlaryiſ * et 
to Salvation; namely, when the baptized per- ur 
ſon's heart, and conſequenly his life, agree with] 
his profeſſion and obligation. What St Pau 
ſays of the Fews, may be repeated with reſpec 
to Chriſtians alſo, with a little variation of the 
words; He is not a Chriftian, which is ont 
autwardly ; neither is that Regeneration, (name- 
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ly, ſuch as will be effectual to Salvation) 
which is outward in the fleſh : but he is a Chriſ- 
tian, which is one inwardly 3 and Regeneration 
is that of the heart, in the ſpirit, and not in the 
letter; whoſe praiſe is not of men, but of GOD, 
Rom. ii. 28, 29. Many of thoſe, who were 
not only baptized in the Name of CHRIST, 
but alſo received excellent Gifts from him, 
and by virtue thereof propheſied, and had done 
many wonderful works in his Name, yet, as 
himſelf declares, will be rejected by him at 
the laſt day, for having been Tworkers of ini- 
quity, Matt. vii. 22, 23. 1 
Nor can it be otherwiſe conceived, that 
Gop ſhould accept of Men only upon account 
of their having complicd with ſome external 
and ritual Inſtitutions, whi''t they had no re- 
zard to the deſign of them. The Inſtitutions 
of CHRIsT do not work like Charms: but 
deing appointed to be uſed by reaſonable Crea- 
fures, there is a Diſpoſition of Mind in the 
Perſon uſing them, neceſlary to the rendering 
them effectual. The great End of the ap- 
fearing of that Grace of Gop which bring- 
„eth Salvation,” was © to teach us to deny 
 ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and to live 
u ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this pre- 
u ſent world,” Titus ii. 11, 12. Nay, it will 
de a migaty Aggravation of the Guilt and the 
Puniſhment of thoſe Perſons, who, having 
had ſuch great Advantages, by being admitted 
into the Church of CyR1sT, and having _ 
al 
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laid under ſuch great Obligations thereby, 
have” not improved the one, nor anſwered 
the other, as they ought to have done. 
I T' ſhall' conclude this Head with this, neceſ- 
ſary Admonition; That we ought to be very 
careful, neither on the one band to flight or 
neglect the external Inſtitutions of our Reli- 
gion; nor, on the other hand, to depend up- 
on our compliance with them, unleſs we at 
the ſame time anfwer their End and Deſigu. 
There are many Perſons guilty of tranſgreſſing 
on both ſides. Some of an Enthuſiaſtic 
Temper are ready to throw off all the exter- 
nal Ordinances of Religion. The deluded 
Sect of Qua lers are a hotorious Inſtance of 
this kind; who, under the pretence of ſome- 
thing inward au fpiritual, have caſt off Bap- 
tiſm and the Lord's Supper, the two Badges 
of 6ur ' Chriſtian Profeſſion, the Signs and 
Seals of the Covenant between Gop and Men 
in Cyrrsr Je sus; the expreſs Inſtitutions of 
our 1/9RÞ himſelf, and the Means of obtait- 
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-him. And indeed we behold in them a fad 
Etfect of this theit Error, they having by de- 
grees turned the whole Goſpel of CHRIST 

into an Allegory, and under a vain Pretence 
of «a CHRIST within them, very much neg- 

lected and flighted all that was done and ſuf- 

fered, and is ftill carrying on by the Son of 

ob in our Nature for the Salvation of Men; 
God having given many of them up to a rep's- 
: bate 


ing "that which is internal and ſpiritual from 
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eb;, % Senſe, and to Arong Deluſions, even with 
ered N eſpect to the great and fundamental Points of 
the Chriſtian Faith, as delivered in the Holy 
cel- Nscriptures. | | 
very But then, on the other hand, there are 
t or gat numbers of profeſſed Chriſtians, who 
eli WM tisfy themſelves with a compliance in the 
up- external Inſtitutions of Chriſtianity, whilſt they 
= at Nute devoid of all that is truly Spiritual and In- 
191, WM ternal, They are baptized in the Name of 
ling our Saviour, they frequent the public Aſſem- 
aftic blies, divers of them partake of the Lok 's 


ter. Table, they go on in a conſtant Round of 
ded WM Performances : but their Tempers and their 
e of WM Manners are ftill unreformed ; they are not 
me- rmnewed in the ſpirit of their Mind, after the 
ap- Inage of G CFD. nor do the Fruits of the 
iges WE Divine Spirit appear in their Lives and Con- 
III Ee nd P.. nn 
Jen This therefore ſhould be our Care, to re- 
1s of WF verence all the Inftitutions of our Lok B, and 

in- WF to uſe them faithfully and diligently ; but at 
om i the fame time never to content ourſelves till 
ſad WF we find the Spirit of Gop and of CurIsT. 
de- dwelling in us, and becoming a ſettled Prin- 
r ciple of Piety and Virtue to us, throughout 
nce WF the Courſe of our Lives, But this brings me 
e:- do the laſt Thing I propoſed, namely, 


1 of V. To inquire, how thoſe Perſons, who 
en have had the waſhing of Regeneration, but are 
ro. N — not 


0 : n * 
— ——— - =, » - 8 * = — — + * — 4 K* 
os . * - _ 2 8 ay * S * 2 1 2 = 7 % 25M i = : 
— 2 * ” t Sa eier 8 Ie» — — — — - 4 _ >.< 8 * * * 
85 * 4 — 
= a — a" p . *— n N 2 2 25 * -7 - - 
noo. < ai py” — Tra. 7 — by 0 I — 2 7 3 
— * TI. It K = < a : N p 
2 * 3 — 


— hg . 
"2 x If ED ne oe - 
- - — — - = 
r r I eo. OE. 


2 5 : s A _ = —— . 2 Br 3 — | — l —» => — — 3 3 2 3 : =_ , _— ANY & 
— — cy — 8 5 =. — , 
. . . ˙ A ee Ul ann A ns —— —¼ e REESE SE ATE 


— 


42 A Dis couxs E concerning 


not yet renewed by the Holy G pa, may attain 
to this Renovation. 

It is, I think, evident, from what has been 
already offered on this Subject, that the pro- 
per Method appointed by eur Lox for the 


attaining the Divine Spirit, is entering into 
the Chriſtian Church by the ſolemn Rite of 


Baptiſm, in the Name of the Father, and of 
u the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt,” thereby be- 
ing dedicated to the Divine Spirit, placed un- 
der bis Conduct, and incorporated into that 
Body of which Chriſt is the Head, and to 


which his Holy Spirit is communicated, for 


the imparting ſpiritual Life and Vigour to it, 
This is the way of being ſaved by the waſb- 


ing of Regeneration, and renewing of the Hi 


G. This is the way of entering into the 
Kingdom of G O D, by being born of Nau 
and of the Spirit, And I queſtion not but we 
ſhould more frequently behold the viſible good 
Effects of this Baptiſmal Regeneration, if Pa- 
rents and Sponfors made it conſtantly their 
Buſineſs, by pious Inſtructions and Admoni- 
tions, together with virtuous Examples, to 
bring the young ones under their Care to a 
thorough Senſe of their Obligations: ti! 


© coming to years of diſcretion,” according 


to the direction of our Liturgy in its Office oi 
1 and having learned what their 
« Godfathers and Godmothers promiſed for 
them in Baptiſm, they did themſelves, with 


es their own Mouth and Conſent, openly be- 


6 fore 
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« fore the Church, ratify and confirm the 
« fame ;z and alſo promiſe, that, by the Grace 
« of Gop, they will evermore endeavour 
4 themſelves faithfully to obſerve fuch things, 
« a5 they by their own Confeſſion have af- 
E «© ſented unto.” Then might they hope (ac- 
cording to the Prayer of the Biſhop on their 
Behalf) that GoD would defend them with 
© his heavenly Grace, that they might conti- 


nue his for ever; and daily increaſe in his 


Holy Spirit more and more, until they come 
« unto his everlaſting Kingdom.” And hap- 


py are thoſe Perſons, who, being thus put in- 


to a ſtate of Salvation, continue in it without 
Interruption, growing up gradually and con- 
ſtantly into a Spiritual, an Holy and Heavenly 
Life. As, on the other hand, thoſe who, re- 
jet this Method appointed by our Saviour for 
entering into his Kingdom, and partaking of 
his Spirit, or deſpiſe this ancient and excellent 
Method uſed in the Chriſtian Church, for 
confirining the Faith, and exciting and in- 
ceaſing the Graces and Virtues of thoſe who 
have been baptized, whatſoever extraordinary 
Meaſures of the Divine Spirit they may pre- 
tend to, do plainly put themſelves out of God's 


Way for attaining the leaft Meaſure or De- 


gree of it. | - 

But then, whereas it is to be feared, nay, it 
is evident, that many who have had the waſh- 
ing of Regeneration, are not yet renewed by 
the Hoy Gho/?, of which their Tempers ang 

| their 
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their Practices are a manifeſt Proof; the pre. 
fent Enquiry is, how ſuch Perſons may attain 
this inward Renovation. The Anſwer t0 
which is plain: They can be directed to no 


other Method than that which the Goſpel of 


our Saviour hath marked out; namely, To 
make a faithful and diligent Uſe of all the 
other Means of Grace and Salvation inſtituted 
by our Lok D and his Apoſtles. Let them ſe.- 
riouſly ſtudy the Divine Oracles, thoſe ſacred 


Books which are left as Records by the Spirit 


of Gob, for the opening Mens Eyes, and the 


_ awakening their Minds; in the uſe of which 


they may hope to feel the Power and Efficacy 
of the ſame Spirit. Let them earneſtly and 
frequently pray ts'Gop, that he would plzal 
to* beſtow his Holy Spirit upon them; and for 
their Encouragement in fo doing, let them 
remember thoſe Words of our bleſſed Saviour; 
* T'fay unto you, Affe, and it ſhall be given 
-.yott : feek, and ye ſhall find: knock, and 
5 it ſhall be opened unto you, For every one 
5 that aſketh, receiveth © and he that ſeeketh, 
& findeth: and to him that knocketh, it fhal 
be opened.“ And again; 5 If ye being 
evil, know how to give good Gifts unto 


s your Children, how much more ſhall your 


5s heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
b them that aſk him? Luke xi. 9, 10, 13: 
Only let them take care, that they aſk aright; 
with Humility, with Fervency; with Conſtancy 
and with Faith; that is, with a firm Bel 
| | c| 


5 


of the 
CARE, 
Reſolu 
which 
that f 
For t! 
who d 
pirit, 
leſsly, 
cauſe 
ſhew 
tions, 
the 8 
grieve 
GOD 
or wit 
ings v 
ing al 
refuſt 
careft 
cultie 
of G. 
we fa 
and « 
with 
tain | 
with 
joinir 
bers. 
hath 
whor 
ther 


pre- 
ittain 
r to 
o no 
el of 

To 
| the 
tuted 
n ſe. 
acred 
pitit 
1 the 
hich 
Cacy 
and 
leaſe 
d for 
them 
jour; 
ziven 
and 
7 one 
keth, 
(hall 
ein? 
unto 


your 


it to 
WEL 
ot; 
ancy 
zelief 

ct 


Baptiſmal and Spiritual Regeneration, 45 


of the Goodneſs of Gop through Jesus 
CarisT; and at the ſame time with a ſteady 
Reſolution to comply with that Divine Spirit 
which they beg of GoD, and to make ule of 
that Affiſtance which he ſhall afford them. 
For this muſt be carefully obſerved by thoſe 
who deſire and aſk of Gor the Aid of his 
irit, never to do any thing wilfully or care- 
l:fsly, whereby they may grieve him, and 
cauſe him to depart from them; never to 
bew themſelves untradtable to his holy Mo- 
tions. For the Scriptures admoniſh us, that 
the Spirit of Gop may be quenched, and 
grieved, and reſiſted to our own Deſtruction. 
Cop dealeth not with us as with inanimate 
or with irrationa] Creatures; but as with Be- 
ings whom he hath endued with Underſtand- 
ing and Reaſon, and a Power of chooſing or 

rfuling ; and as ſuch it becomes us to att, 
carefully exciting and imptoving all the Fa- 
culties of our Souls, and then earneſtly begging 
of GoD the Aid of the Divine Spirit, which 
we farther ſtand in need of to awaken, excite 
and carry on the Spiritual and Divine Life 
within us. Finally, let thoſe who would ob- 
tain the Spirit of Gop, charge themſelves 
with frequenting the Aſſemblies of Chriſtians, 
joining themſelves with the profeſſed Mem- 
ders. of CaRisT's Body, to whom our LoRD 
hath promiſed his Preſence, and amongſt 
whom his Spirit is uſed to operate; and toge- 
ther with their Chriſtian Brethren let them 
ſeriouſly 
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and for ever. Amen. 
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feriouſly make uſe of all the Inſtitutions of 94; 
bleſſed Saviour, which he hath appointed 
Means for the conveying of ſpiritual Life and 


Strength to our Souls; and let them never 


deſiſt from their Endeavours, till they find 


the Image of Gop formed in their Souls, and 
the Life of God ſhining forth in their Con- 
verſations; remembering always thoſe both 
awakening and encouraging Paſſages of the 


Apoſtle, That “ to be carnally minded, is 
death: but to be ſpiritually minded, is life 


i and peace;® that © if we live after the 


_ * fleſh, we ſhall die: but if through the Spi- 


5 rit we do mortify the deeds of the body, we 
* ſhall live: © that © as many as are led by 
the Spirit of Gop, they are the Sons of 
* Gor ; that © the Spirit itſelf beareth wit- 
t neſs with their ſpirit, that they are the Chil- 
tt drenof GoD; and if Children, then Heirs; 


& Heirs of Gop, and Joint-Heirs with 


* CHRIST ; * Rom. viii. 6, 13, 14, 17. to 
whom, with the Father and the Eternal Spi- 
rit, our Great Creator, Redeemer and Sanc- 
tifier, be aſcribed all Honour and Glory, now 
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| and be Eighth Edition, correfted. Price 15. 64. 
Con- Bp Krpper's Young Man's Duty; ſhewin 
both Nie Neceſſity of ſeeking the Lord betimes ; as alſo 
F the te Danger and Unreaſonableneſs of truſting to a 
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